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Wellesley College  
is proud to support the  

WELLESLEY  
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

and their commitment to

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

IN OUR  
COMMUNITY.

WELCOME TO THE 29TH ANNUAL 
WELLESLEY SPELLING BEE

Orthography (noun)  awr-thog-ruh-fee  
The art of writing words with the proper letters, 
according to accepted usage; correct spelling.  

All funds raised through the Spelling Bee 
by the Wellesley Education Foundation 
(WEF) go directly to support programs that 
advance innovation and excellence in the 
Wellesley Public Schools. 

For more information about WEF, contact: 

WEF Co-Presidents:  
Maria Chase and Victoria Ostler 

Contact us:  
Info@WellesleyEducationFoundation.org 

Visit our website:  
WellesleyEducationFoundation.org 

Like us on Facebook:  
Facebook.com/
wellesleyeducationfoundation 

Address:   
WEF, PO Box 812321, Wellesley, MA 02482

Wellesley College  
is proud to support the  

WELLESLEY  
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

and their commitment to

MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

IN OUR  
COMMUNITY.

WELLESLEY
SPELLING BEE



WELLESLEY BANK CHARITABLE FOUNDATION  
BABSON COLLEGE
WELLESLEY COLLEGE

MARQUEE SPONSORS
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Susan & John Doran 
Becky & Bruce Epstein
The Marvan Family
Victoria & Anthony Ostler 
The Pattillo Magpie Fund of the Foundation for MetroWest 
The Ryan Family 
Papa Razzi Trattoria 
Donna Yee — Larry Ng’s Auto Repair

GOLD SPONSORS

Benoit Mizner Simon & Co. Real Estate
Brookline Bank
Christine Norcross & Partners
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokers
The Cole Family
Compass Real Estate, Donahue Maley Burns
The Clark Family
The Goldenthal Family
The Green Family
The Hockett Family
Kertzman & Weil, LLP
Liz Larsen and Mike Kim
Merrill Consulting
Olin College of Engineering
State Representative Alice H. Peisch
Pinnacle Residential Properties
PRIDE Basketball & Wellesley Youth Basketball Association
Tanja and Josh Tatelman
Waterstone at Wellesley
The Wellesley Gentleman’s Society

SILVER SPONSORS

Drs. Ali and Ali — 
Wellesley Dental Group

The Ballantyne Family

Kyle & Bridget Bettigole

The Braatz Family

Burke Funeral Home

Glenn & Becca Cahaly

Diane Campbell

Maria & Adam Chase

Donnie & Amy Chase

Chestnut Dental Associates	

Lisa & Christopher Collins

The Cook Family

The Dougherty Family

Matthew R. Fantasia, DMD —
General and Family Dental

The Farnsworth Family

David & Megan Foley

The Guthrie Family

Ned & Annie Hall

The Hamel Family

Jonathan & Jessamy Harrington

Lisa Hicks & Elliot Swan

The Kaplan-Chow Family

The LINX Companies

Trish & Jim Lucas

Lussier Corporation

Noxon Orthodontics

The Orloff Family

Alexa & Robert Plenge

Erica and Marc Recht

The Reepmeyer Family

Tim & Lynn Sanville

James & Eileen Savarese

Holly & Steve Simons

Tufankjian Toyota Honda Hyundai 
(Braintree/Plymouth)

Wellesley High School PTSO

Wellesley Middle School PTO

The Zimmerman Family

BRONZE SPONSORS

Anonymous 
The Hitch Family

PLATINUM SPONSORS

THANK YOU
And thanks to our Spelling Bee Teams who are here  
to support us as donors and as participants.
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1990 	 WPS Secretaries 	 ?

1991 	 Mount Holyoke Alumnae 	 supernaculum

1992 	 Hunnewell School Dads 	 bantamize

1993 	 Middle School Staff 	 ?

1994 	 Mount Holyoke Alumnae 	 requiescence

1995 	 Mount Holyoke Alumnae 	 opeidoscope

1996 	 Newton-Wellesley Hospital 	 strabismic

1997 	 Hammond Associates 	 xerocolous

1998 	 Harvard-Radcliffe Alumni 	 traumatropism

1999 	 BC Alumni 	 gibus

2000 	 Harvard-Radcliffe Alumni 	 pertinacious

2001	 Century 21 Westward Homes	 hamadryad

2002 	 Coldwell Banker/Central St. 	 repechage

2003 	 Wellesley Booksmith 	 pythiad

2004 	 Babson College 	 quinquevir

2005 	 WHS Juniors 	 eremitic

2006 	 WHS Senior Spellers 	 echard

2007 	 The Wellesley Green Team 	 sessile

2008 	 The Wellesley Green Team 	 immiscibility

2009 	 World of Wellesley 	 imputrescible

2010 	 Butyraceous 	 ombrophilous

2011 	 Butyraceous 	 irremeable

2012 	 Council on Aging Spellbinders 	 sacalait

2013	 Council on Aging Spellbinders	 gradus

2014	 Bates Minions	 lapidarian

2015	 Health Advances	 threnody

2016	 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage	 unguligrade

2017	 Wellesley College	 legerdemain

PREVIOUS WINNERS

SPELLING BEE RULES

1.	 Each team will consist of three members, including the  
Captain, who is the designated speller.

2.	 Words used in the preliminary rounds of the Bee will be selected from 
this year’s Study Guide, a copy of which has been made available to each 
team member.

3.	 Words will be pronounced according to the diacritical markings in the 
American Heritage Dictionary: Fourth College Edition and Webster’s 
Third New International Dictionary and its Addenda section, the official 
Bee dictionaries.

4.	 The Master of Ceremonies will pronounce the word, give the definition of 
the word, use it in a sentence, and pronounce the word once more.

5.	 Team members may ask for one additional pronunciation for the word, 
but no more.

6.	 Team members may collaborate on the spelling of the word.  Each team 
will print the word legibly on the slate provided.  All teams will complete 
the writing of the word within 25 seconds and will be instructed to put 
down all writing implements.

7.	 All teams will then display their slates simultaneously as directed, and 
if asked by the Master of Ceremonies, the Captain will spell the word as 
written.  If there is a discrepancy in the written and oral spelling, the  
written spelling will prevail.

8.	 Upon misspelling a word, the team will be eliminated.  If all remaining 
teams spell the word incorrectly, no team will be eliminated, and a new 
word will be given.

9.	 The last team to spell a word correctly in a particular round is declared 
the winner of that round.

10.	 Winners of the Preliminary Rounds shall be recalled for the Champion-
ship Round, and the same rules will apply.  Words for this round may be 
taken from a variety of sources, and may not necessarily be in the current 
year’s Study Guide.

	 Judges will make the final decision on all questions.
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Wellesley Board of  
Selectmen Alumni –  
BOSker Bees
Beth Sullivan 
Katherine Babson 
Harriet Warshaw

Wilder, Shea &  
Himmelberger LLC
David Himmelberger 
Jeanie Goddard 
Gerry Murphy

Wellesley Scholarship 
Foundation 
Ilissa Povitch 
Maggie Mulqueen 
Tom Smith

Wellesley School Committee – 
Word Nerds
Melissa Martin 
Michael D’Ortenzio 
Sharon Gray

Wellesley Fire/Rescue 
SPONSOR:  

Susan & John Doran

Chief Richard DeLorie 
Assistant Chief Jeffrey Peterson 
Lt. Paul Delaney

Wellesley Police Department 
SPONSOR:  

Wellesley Gentleman’s Society

Officer Evan Rosenberg  
Officer Mark Knapp 
Officer Tana DiCenso

Wellesley Council on Aging - 
Spellbinders 
SPONSOR:  

Waterstone at Wellesley

Janet Armstrong 
Penny Post  
Kathy Trumbull

The Fund for Wellesley –  
Phund for Wellslee
Susan Tillinghast 
Tanya Roy 
Wendy Paul

ROUND ONE

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION /  
RECOGNITION OF BEE SPONSORS ............... Christina Dougherty 
...............................................................................................Eileen Savarese
	 2018 Bee Co-Chairs

WELLESLEY EDUCATION FOUNDATION  
INTRODUCTION ....................................................... Maria Chase & Victoria Ostler
	 WEF Co-Presidents 

WELLESLEY BANK PRESENTATION .............. Tom Fontaine
	 President and CEO
	 Wellesley Bank 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE PRESENTATION ...... Christina Dolan
	 Purchasing Manager
	 Wellesley College  

BABSON COLLEGE PRESENTATION .............. Rick Cleary
	 Nan Covert 
	 Donna Stoddard
	 Babson Beavers Spelling Team 
	 Babson College   

INTRODUCTION OF BEE PROGRAM  
AND MASTER OF CEREMONIES ...................... Maura Sullivan
	 Elizabeth Svedlund
	 WEF Co-Vice Presidents 

PRELIMINARY ROUNDS 1 TO 7 ......................... Mike Dowling  
	 Master of Ceremonies 

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND  .................................... Winners of Preliminary Rounds  

PRESENTATION OF THE RUTH HUMPHRIES BEE TROPHY 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: Mike Dowling, Longtime WCVB-TV Sportscaster 

TIME KEEPER: Dr. Jamie Chisum, WHS Principal

JUDGES: Joan Dabrowski, WPS Assistant Superintendent;  
Mark Ito, WMS Principal; and David Lussier, WPS Superintendent

PROGRAM
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ROUND TWO

WHS Freshman Class Officers 
SPONSOR:  

Lisa & Christopher Collins

Brendan Althoff 
Laura Hoffman 
Audrey Turco

WHS Sophomore Class Officers 
SPONSOR:  

Merrill Consulting

Josh Lunger 
Emilia Bletsas 
Thomas Hillmer

WHS Junior Class Officers 
SPONSOR:  

Papa Razzi Trattoria

Ryan Silverstein 
Kelli Bhatt 
Andrew Pini 

 

WHS Senior Class Officers 
SPONSOR:  

Coldwell Banker  
Residential Brokerage

Matthew McKenna 
Cam MacKinnon 
Brandon Voci 

WHS Key Club 
SPONSOR:  

Becky & Bruce Epstein

Catelin Magel 
Raelani Hartnett 
Sonia Subramaniam

 

WHS National Honor Society 
SPONSOR:  

The Hockett Family 

Rebecca Eneyni 
Matthew Karofsky 
Sofia Fauza 

WHS Student Congress 
SPONSOR:  

State Representative  
Alice H. Peisch

Ellie Meara 
Shin Kim 
Bridget Ulian

WHS Boys Golf  
SPONSOR:  

The Hitch Family

Mark Harrington 
Matt McKenna 
Michael Rosenbloom

 

ROUND THREE

Wellesley Bank – Banker Bees 
Michael Dvorak  
Donna O’Kane  
Milton Manousaridis

Brookline Bank
Sasha Liang 
Ivette Mesmar  
Wendy Doyle

Wellesley Service League 
Michelle Mordan 
Angie Hemmerle  
Michelle Ouellette

Wellesley College
Christina Dolan 
Carol Herman 
Ann Stout

Wellesley Townsman
Cathy Brauner   
Abby Patkin 
Jesse Floyd

Babson College –  
Babson Beavers
Rick Cleary 
Nan Covert 
Donna Stoddard

Wellesley Hills  
Junior Women’s Club 
Torrey Fazen DiPietro 
Kathleen Stevens 
Deb McGinn

WHS Assistant Vice Principals 
SPONSOR:  

WHS PTSO

Lynne Novogroski 
Marc Bender 
Drew Kelton
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ROUND FOUR

Benoit Mizner Simon & Co.  
Real Estate 
Alyson Karpowicz 
Susan Morris 
Kristine Beimford

Pinnacle Residential Properties
Jane Neilson 
Susan Bevilacqua  
Teri Adler

Rutledge Properties
Amy Rivard 
Lisa Sewall 
Lesley Prowda 

Donahue Maley Burns Team/
Compass
Amiee Munro 
Donna Maley 
Maura Dolan 

WMS Teachers -  
Farmer in the Spell 
SPONSOR:  

WMS PTO 

Drew Bourn 
Valerie Stark 
Kari Sciera 

WMS Students - 1 

Abby Stathis 
Julia Pekowitz 
Adam Juma

Health Advances LLC
Melissa Lowder 
Laura Gullett 
Valerie Enriquez 

Friends of Wellesley METCO –  
METCO Marvels 
SPONSOR:  

Victoria & Anthony Ostler   
Joanne Moreira 
Chrissy Cassa 
Mary Scanlon 

ROUND FIVE

WHS Varsity Softball 
SPONSOR:  

The Goldenthal Family

Sarah Farnsworth 
Marybeth Bevilacqua 
Katie Meister

WHS Girls Basketball 
SPONSOR:  

PRIDE Basketball & Wellesley Youth 
Basketball Association 

Brooke Guiffre 
Lily Woodring 
Gianna Palli  

WHS Student Unification  
SPONSOR:  

Marvan Family

Anne Ward    
May Leonard 
Anna Glashow 

WHS Evolutions  
SPONSOR:  

Olin College of Engineering

Kay Vandervoort 
Nate Lanza 
Kelly Rawson 

WHS Cross Country Team - 
eXCellent Spellers 
SPONSOR:  

The Braatz & Zimmerman Families

Colby Zarle 
Bennett MacDougall 
Maggie Donahue 

Wellesley Youth Lacrosse 
Brooke Baker 
Hugh Callahan 
Maddy Balter 
Nicole Beckett (alternate) 

Collins/Elway/Wrobel Team - 
The Return of the Mompire
Rani Elway 
Martha Collins 
Marian Wrobel 

10
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Sustainable Energy Committee – 
Sustainable Spellers 
Laura Olton 
Katy Gibson 
Fred Bunger 

Wellesley United Soccer Club – 
Game of Throw Ins 
Susan Jung Grant 
Eben Scanlon 
Tino Delollis 

Wellesley Youth Hockey 
Association – WYHA 
Margaret Lynch 
Steve O’Neil 
Joanne Hinchley 

Wellesley Youth Football 
John Kendall 
Amy Paladino 
Ted Wayman 

Dana Hall School
Stephanie Donohue 
Tara Jennings  
Jessica Keimowitz 

World of Wellesley 
SPONSOR:  

The Ryan Family 

Sue Webb  
Erica Leblang 
Sahayda Nooraee 

Wellesley A Better Chance – 
Wellesley ABC  
SPONSOR:  

Kertzman & Weil, LLP

Amabelle Francois 
Shaffaf Tariq 
Barbara McMahon  

WMS Students - 2  
SPONSOR:  

Christine Norcross and Partners

Guarav Capila 
Kathryn Fischman  
TBD

ROUND SIX

Hunnewell PTO -  
The Hunnebees
Felicia Ellsworth 
Erin Battat 
Sarah Kulka

Hardy PTO - Hardy Beehives
Lorin Seidman  
Tanya Auger 
Felicia Moran 

Sprague PTO - Hip Bees
Jennifer Fallon 
Chris Moran 
TBD 

Schofield PTO -  
Skofield Spellarz
Grant Pollock 
Kiera Carlisle 
Michael Meraw 

Fiske PTO -  
Fiske BuzzerBees
Siva Lavu 
Jay Staunton 
Megan LeBlanc 

Upham PTO -  
Upham Bee-auties
Rebecca Delgado  
Bea Dhebar 
Nisha Patel

WMS PTO
Joelle Reidy 
Barbara Hirsch 
Moira Mcdade 

WHS PTSO  
SPONSOR:  

The Hall Family

Jen Bonniwell 
Rachel Rottersman 
Olivera Bogunovic

ROUND SEVEN
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Susan & John Doran 
congratulate WEF  

for its many years of support to  
the Wellesley Public Schools!

~ Good luck to all the Bee Teams ~

Good luck to all the  
spellers in the 
29th Annual  

WEF Spelling Bee

• • •

THE MARVAN FAMILY

Congratulations and good luck to all the  
Spelling Bee contestants! 

We are proud to be a partner of this  
phenomenal community event.

We have a large offering of programs throughout the year which  
are available to both residents of Wellesley and non-residents.  
Be on the lookout for our 2019 Winter Brochure coming soon!

The snow may soon be falling but 
Summer Camp Registration begins on January 8, 2019!

www.wellesleyma.gov/recreation   •   781.235.2370

We’re back and 
better than ever!

and now order takeout online at
PAPARAZZITRATTORIA.COM



We are proud to support WEF  
and the 29th Annual Spelling Bee

Good luck to all the spellers! 

The Ryan Family 

Victoria & Anthony Ostler  
congratulate all the spellers and  

encourage you to BEE a supporter of
  

 
www.friendsofwellesleymetco.org

    Friends of Wellesley METCO, Inc.           @Wellesley_METCO
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Best of luck to all of the spellers!  

• • •

Donna Yee and Staff at  
Larry Ng’s Auto Repair

SAVE THE DATE!  
WELLESLEY STEM EXPO

Saturday, April 6, 2019 
10am-2pm at Wellesley High School

Be an exhibitor, sponsor, or volunteer! 
Check us out at: wellesleyeducationfoundation.org/stem-expo 
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29th Annual
Spelling Bee 

Good Luck Spellers!

781.929.4994
www.christinenorcross.com
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Proud to support the 
Wellesley Education 

Foundation
Spelling Bee

Member FDIC 

Congratulations 
and thanks to all 
contributors and 
participants in 

WEF’s 
28th Annual 
Spelling Bee! 

555 Washington Street 
781-237-5000

PinnacleHouses.com

	
  
The	
  Commonwealth	
  of	
  

Massachusetts	
  
House	
  of	
  Representatives	
  

ALICE	
  HANLON	
  PEISCH	
  
	
  

Congratulates	
  the	
  
26th	
  Wellesley	
  Spelling	
  Bee!	
  

	
  
State	
  Representative	
  
14th	
  Norfolk	
  District	
  

Chair,	
  Joint	
  Committee	
  on	
  Education	
  
	
  

Alice.Peisch@mahouse.gov	
  
	
  

State	
  House,	
  Room	
  473G	
  	
  	
  Boston,	
  MA	
  02133	
  
Tel:	
  617-­722-­2070	
  	
  	
  	
  Fax:	
  617-­722-­2817	
  

We are proud 
to support the 

WEF Spelling Bee!

Wellesley
54 Central Street
781.237.8181

benoitmiznersimon.com

Congratulates the
29th Wellesley Spelling Bee!

Congratulations
and thanks to all
contributors and
participants in

WEF’s
29th Annual
Spelling Bee!
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Merrill 
Consulting  

COUNSELING FOR COLLEGE  

John Merrill
jmerrill255@gmail.com 

www.merrillconsulting.org

1 Hollis Street
Wellesley, MA 02482

781-640-6727

The

Wellesley 
Gentleman’s 

Society
is proud to

again sponsor the

Wellesley Spelling Bee

o 
Good luck to the contestants!

WYBA supports WEF’s
29th Spelling Bee

with PRIDE

Thank you to all 
our sponsors for 
their generous 

support.
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We proudly support WEF 

and its many years  

of service to the  

Wellesley Public Schools.  

Best of luck to all spellers  

in this year’s Bee! 

• • •
LIZ LARSEN &  

MIKE KIM
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29th Annual
Spelling Bee 

Good Luck Spellers!

781.929.4994
www.christinenorcross.com

Donahue Maley | Burns Team 
—
781.591.0671 
dmbteam@compass.com

compass.com

is Proud to  
Support the  

WEF Spelling Bee

GO WHS Senior 
Class Officers!

©2018 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Employer. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned 
and operated by NRT, LLC

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM

71 Central Street, Wellesley
(781) 237-9090
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THANK YOU TO OUR IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS THANK YOU TO OUR IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS



THANK YOU

BEE EMCEE

Mike Dowling

BEE JUDGES

Dr. Jamie Chisum

Joan Dabrowski

Mark Ito

David Lussier

BEE VOLUNTEERS 

Stacy Braatz

Michelle Foster

Marggy Gabriel

Katey Goehringer

Wendy Guthrie

Melissa Johannes

Sandy Joseph

Liz Larsen

Alexa Plenge

Erica Recht

Lynn Sanville

Michelle Shaw

Mason Smith

Kristen Toffer

Beth Willett

WHS Key Club Students

BEE SUPPORT

Bach to Rock - America’s Music School

Boston Globe

Nancy Dobos of DobosDesign

Addie Doherty, WPS Admin Office

Scott Grady, Rob Carter, Tom Zinck, 
Paul Gambrazio & Luigi Gigliotti,  
WPS Custodial Team

Hometown Weekly

Lynne Novogroski, WHS Assistant 
Principal, WHS Team Recruitment

Our Town Publishing

The Pattillo Magpie Fund of the 
Foundation for MetroWest, sponsor  
of Capron Lighting & Sound

Sprague School

The Swellesley Report

WCCC 

Wellesley Media Corporation

Wellesley Patch

Wellesley Recreation Center

Wellesley Townsman

Wellesley Weston Magazine

25

THANK YOU TO OUR IN-KIND CONTRIBUTORS

24
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WEF – INSPIRING THE LOVE OF LEARNING

Belief in the need for strong public education is a common thread that 
knits our Wellesley community together. Through the funding of programs 
and grants for over thirty years, The Wellesley Education Foundation 
(“WEF”) has championed innovation, excellence, and inclusion in Wellesley 
Public Schools from the first day of pre-school, through high school 
graduation, and beyond—working to unite the entire community in 
enthusiastic support of our schools.

WEF’S IMPACT

•	 $259,293 was awarded to WPS educators by WEF in 2017-18 

•	 All 10 schools in our district were awarded WEF grants in 2017-18 

•	 Each year, WEF funded grants in aggregate reach every student in WPS, 	
	 that’s 5,017 children positively impacted by WEF annually

•	 Nearly $2M has been awarded in grants and assistance to WPS educators  
	 in the last 10 years

WEF GRANT AWARDS BY SCHOOL 2011 - 2018  

WHS 
$656,206

WMS 
$346,257

Elementary 
$215,812

District —  
All Schools 

$318,941

PAWS 
$7,167

District —  
All Elementary 

$305,882

DID YOU KNOW? 

You can learn more about all our grants awarded to WPS on  
our Grant History page: wellesleyeducationfoundation.org/grant-history

2017-18 GRANT HIGHLIGHTS 

Social-Emotional Learning  
•	 Challenge Success at WMS
•	 Social Emotional Learning  

at WHS
•	 Tenacity Challenge Activities

21st Century Education
•	 Ken Kay professional day and 

parent ed
•	 Profile of a Graduate Task Force
•	 Project-Based Learning 

Leadership Series
•	 Project-Based Learning 101 

(Grades 6-12)
•	 21st Century Writing for 

Elementary

Elementary STEM  
Curriculum Development 
•	 Elementary Science Program 

Review
•	 K-5 Math Support for Yr 1 of 

Investigations 3

Arts / Performing Arts 
•	 WHS LED Backdrop & Stage 

Lighting
•	 WMS Mural
•	 Concert Ukeleles

WHS Science Equipment 
•	 Organic Chemistry Kits
•	 Digital microscopes
•	 Biotechnology 
•	 miniPCR Thermal Cyclers

Engineering / Technology 
•	 WMS Robotics
•	 CNC Router
•	 The Bradford goes mobile
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BABSON COLLEGE 
is proud to support the  
WEF Spelling Bee

www.babson.edu

WEF thanks the Wellesley 
community for supporting the 
2018 Spelling Bee! We wish all  

the spellers the best of luck  
in the 29th Annual Bee! 

29TH YEAR SPELLING BEE COMMITTEE

Co Chairs
Christina Dougherty 
Eileen Savarese

Food
Cecilia Brooks 
Elizabeth Svedlund

 

Sponsorships
Eunice Groark 
Judy Marth
Carrie Reepmeyer
Mason Smith 

Communications
Jessamy Harrington

Word Selection
Lisa Hicks 
Yolanda Tong

Decorations
Becky Cole 
Marggy Gabriel 
Melissa Johannes

WELLESLEY
SPELLING BEE



WELLESLEY  |  NEWTON  |  BOSTON
WELLESLEYBANK.COM/SWITCH

Your Hometown Bank
We Make it Easy to Switch
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